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VILLAGE OF WALWORTH  

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES 

MONDAY, May 11, 2026, 6:00 PM  

Village Hall, 227 N. Main Street, Walworth, WI 53184 

 

Call to Order – President Louise Czaja called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

Roll Call: Board Members Present: President Louise Czaja, Trustees Steve Hovestol, Peg Hubertz, Brooke 

Yunker, Ken Ellerth, Merik Fell, Bob Ball 

Also Present: Clerk/Treasurer Kellie Thelen, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Melissa Kudingo, 

Fire/Rescue Chief Mike Kahl, Police Chief Ryan Milligan, Public Works Superintendent Chris 

Holt, Public Works Manager Shanon Hammond, Financial Consultant Renee Nutt 

Approval of Minutes: 05/13/24, 06/04/24, 12/09/24, 04/15/25, 06/09/25, 10/13/25, 10/20/25, 10/23/25, 10/29/25, 

11/06/25, 11/10/25, 11/19/25, 12/02/25, 12/04/25, 12/08/25, 12/11/25, 12/16/25, 12/18/25, 01/05/26, 01/12/26, 

02/09/26, 03/09/26, 03/25/26, 03/28/26, 04/13/26, 04/21/26 – A Czaja/Ball motion to approve the minutes of 

3/25/2026, carried unanimously.  A Czaja/Fell motion to approve the minutes of 3/28/2026, carried unanimously.  

An Ellerth/Hubertz motion to approve the minutes of 4/13/2026, carried unanimously.  A Fell/Yunker motion to 

approve the minutes of 4/21/2026, carried unanimously. 

ACTION: Letter submitted by Mary Ann Kahl dated 04/20/26 regarding resignation from Plan 

Commission & Committees. – Mary Ann Kahl has submitted her resignation of all Committees with the 

exception of the Library Board and staying available as an Election Worker.  A Czaja/Ball motion to approve the 

resignation of Mary Ann Kahl, carried unanimously. 

Comments or Suggestions from citizens present.  Any item presented to the Village Board by a citizen will 

be heard and may be placed on the next regular meeting agenda. – The Trustees and staff present introduced 

themselves and provided their backgrounds. 

Operator’s License: Calvin Yurkiewicz (Akash Enterprises, LLC) – A Hovestol/Ball motion to approve the 

Operator’s Licenses for Calvin Yurkiewicz, carried unanimously. 

New & renewal Alcohol Licenses publication – There is one new alcohol license being applied for.  The 

consensus was to send the license renewals and new applications to the General Services Committee for review 

and recommendation for the June 8, 2026 Board Meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION & ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING: 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

FINANCE:  Report of meeting held 05/05/26: 

ACTION: Recommendation to approve General Fund & Utility Payables plus additions – A 

Czaja/Ball motion to approve the payables plus additions in the amount of $452,959.60, carried 

unanimously. 

ACTION: Recommendations to approve State Trust Fund Loans: 

Resolution 2026-2: 2026 Lead service Line Replacements, (Interim Financing) Private & 

Public Side Interim Financing: $950,000 (2 yrs. @ 5.25%). Roll call vote. – President Louise 

Czaja read the Resolution into the record.  A Ball/Czaja motion to approve Resolution 2026-2.  

  The following roll call vote was recorded: 

   Ellerth – aye 

   Yunker – aye 

   Hubertz – aye 

   Hovestol – aye 

   Fell – aye 

   Czaja – aye 

   Ball – aye 

  TOTAL: 7;7 ayes 

  Motion carried. 
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Resolution 2026-3: 2026 General Fund Capital Budgeted Items, Police Squad $78,000, Road 

work (Randolph & Plafield) $80,000, Village Hall Roof $31,000, Street Sweeper Attachment 

$39,212: Total: $228, 212, (5 yrs @ 5.50%). Roll call vote. – President Louise Czaja read the 

Resolution into the record.  A Ball/Hubertz motion to approve Resolution 2026-3.  

  The following roll call vote was recorded: 

   Ball – aye 

   Fell – aye 

   Czaja – aye 

   Ellerth – aye 

   Yunker – aye 

   Hovestol – aye 

   Hubertz – aye  

  TOTAL: 7; 7 ayes 

  Motion carried. 

Resolution 2026-4: 2026 Public Water System Valve Repairs: $80,000 (2 yrs. @ 5.25%). Roll 

call vote. – President Louise Czaja read the Resolution into the record.  A Ball/Hovestol motion to 

approve Resolution 2026-4. 

  The following roll call vote was recorded: 

   Hovestol – aye 

   Hubertz – aye 

   Yunker – aye 

   Ellerth – aye 

   Czaja – aye 

   Fell – aye 

   Ball – aye 

  TOTAL: 7; 7 ayes 

  Motion carried.  

Resolution 2026-5: 2026 Public Water System PFAS Pilot Testing: $80,000 (2 yrs. @ 5.25%). 

Roll call vote. – President Louise Czaja read the Resolution into the record.  A Fell/Yunker motion 

to approve Resolution 2026-5.  

  The following roll call vote was recorded: 

   Fell – aye 

   Ball – aye 

   Hovestol – aye 

   Hubertz – aye 

   Yunker – aye 

   Ellerth – aye 

   Czaja – aye 

  TOTAL: 7; 7 ayes 

  Motion carried.  

REPORTS: Village, Utility, Library/2026 Budgets year-to-date/Impact fees – The Park, Fire/Rescue 

and Library Impact Fee accounts all have monies that has expired and needs to be paid back to the builders 

plus interest; $41,563.73 in collected fees and $10,819.06 in interest with a total of $52,382.79 due back 

to the builders.  Clerk Thelen reported that the Clerk’s Office needs to research if the money spent by the 

Fire/Rescue Dept. to furnish the Fire Dept. to make it a 24/7 livable space was taken out of the Impact Fee 

monies – if it was not, this may change the total due back to builders for the Fire/Rescue account. 

Clerk/Treas. Monthly Report: 

Monthly Financial Report: Renee Nutt – Renee provided a report on the balances of all the 

Village’s bank accounts and noted the amount of the checks that are waiting to clear.  Additionally, 

discussion continued from the Finance Committee Meeting where it was discussed that the Q4 

2022 through Q4 2025 IRS 941 reports were never filed, and with that, the 2022 withholdings to 

the IRS were never paid as part of the payroll, roughly in the amount of $242,799.11, which is now 
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going to have to be paid to the IRS, out of the 2026 budget.  This is along with other negligence 

penalties, missed payments to other vendors/agencies, what the Village paid to Clifton Allen Larson 

& Renee to come to clean up accounts over many years, overdue taxes, delinquent interest, and late 

fees that the Village has paid or needs to pay due to prior Clerk/Treasurer’s Office administration 

faults.  Multiple staff (whom are also Village residents) expressed concerns about the accountability 

of the prior administration and how their tax dollars are being spent.  Chief Milligan asked if the 

Board would be transparent to the public about the findings and financials of the Village, and it 

was discussed that the Board has to meet with the Village Attorney to discuss how to proceed.  An 

Ellerth/Hovestol motion to allow the police department to investigate and escalate to whomever 

needed regarding potential misconduct in office of prior Clerk/Treasurer’s and hold a special 

meeting with the Village Attorney to discuss concerns, carried unanimously. 

Progress report:  2022, 2023 Audit – The Village has received a 2022 audit draft.  The 2023 audit 

is in progress, and the auditors will be in house during the week of June 8, 2026 to do their 

fieldwork.  The Clerk’s Office has been pulling the required audit information and putting it in the 

electronic system in advance, to speed up the process. 

Contracts: 

ACTION: Recommendation to approve increase in fees, Village Attorney, Lochowicz & 

Venema: $250/hr. for Village charges & $450/hr. for legal work subject to cost recovery – A 

Czaja/Hubertz motion to approve the increase in attorney fees, carried unanimously. 

Response to Legal fees submitted by Consortium: Village of Salem Lake, Village of Paddock 

Lake, Village of Walworth – A Czaja/Ball motion to not pay the legal invoice submitted by the 

consortium, carried unanimously. 

Ordinances & Resolutions: 

ACTION: Recommendation to approve Special Collection Ordinance 2026-2 – A 

Czaja/Hubertz motion to approve Ordinance 2026-2 regarding special collections, carried 

unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS:  Report of meeting held 04/27/26: 

Reports: Technical Upgrades, Utility Budget, Engineer monthly report, Equipment – No update. 

Intergovernmental Agreement/Village of Salem Lakes, Village of Paddock Lake & Village of 

Walworth: 

ACTION: Recommendation re: Intergovernmental Consent Agreement – A Czaja/Hovestol 

motion to approve signing the Intergovernmental Consent Agreement with the Village of Salem 

Lakes and the Village of Paddock Lake, carried unanimously. 

Streets & Sidewalks: 

Resolution 2026-6 – Transportation Resolution – The transportation resolution was 

recommended by the League of Wisconsin Municipalities.  A Hovestol/Czaja motion to approve 

Resolution 2026-6, carried unanimously. 

Water: 

2026Lead & Galvanized private/public service line replacement program: 

ACTION:  Recommendation regarding Preliminary Resolution 2026-7, Declaring 

Intent to Exercise Special Charge Powers under Wisconsin Statute 66.0637 for Private 

Water Service Improvements in conjunction with the 2026 Lead and Galvanized 

Water Service Replacement Project – A Hovestol/Yunker motion to approve the 

preliminary resolution 2026-7, carried unanimously. 

Schedule Public Hearing – The public hearing will be scheduled for the next Board 

Meeting on June 8, 2026 at 6pm. 

Well #3 generator installation – No update. 

Sewers: 

FWWPCC meeting held 04/14/26:  Steve Hovestol – Nothing new to report at this time.  

Sewer lift Station #1 – No update. 
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Grease Trap inspections: Letters sent re: inspection – Deputy Clerk Kudingo reported that bout 

half of the letters that were sent have come back. 

Storm Water & Storm Drains/Retention Ponds: Schedule Grazing Goats – Public Works Manager 

Hammond will schedule the goats. 

Parks: 

Report of Committee meeting held: 04/14/26 – Clean-up Day 05/16/26, 9:00 AM-Noon, Rain 

Day 05/30/26; Saturday in the Park, May 30, Badger Park – No update. 

Park Assessments filed – The Park Committee did assessments of every park. 

Next meeting, 05/12/26, 5:30 PM, Village Hall 

 

GENERAL SERVICES:  Report of meeting held 05/04/26: 

Monthly Fire/Rescue report: Chief Mike Kahl: - Trustee Ellerth provided a report of the calls. 

Fire/Rescue 5 yr. Status/Mission Report – The Fire/Rescue will be providing a report at the next 

General Services Meeting for review.  The Village of Fontana is looking at building a new station 

and potentially including other municipalities to join them in a combined station. 

ACTION: Recommendation regarding Billing services & Lift charges – Fire/Rescue Chief 

Kahl reported that the Village of Walworth has the lowest billing charges in the state of Wisconsin.  

An Ellerth/Yunker motion to approve increasing the fees as presented: $1,700 for a basic transport, 

$1,800 for an EMT I transport, and $175 for a lift assist call (first 5 are complimentary), carried 

unanimously. 

The General Services Committee also recommended selling mini squad 7.  An Ellerth/Yunker 

motion to approve the sale of mini squad 7 and place the revenue from the sale earmarked in the 

budget to be spent in the Fire/Rescue Dept., carried unanimously. 

Emergency Government:  Larry Gums, Director – The Report has been sent to the County; nothing 

further. 

Police Monthly report: Chief Ryan Milligan: - Trustee Ellerth provided a report of the calls. 

ACITON:  Accept donations for “Saturday in the Park” 05/30/26, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, Badger 

Park: $500/O’Neillz Automotive & $150/Schaeffer Auto Group – An Ellerth/Yunker motion to 

accept the donations, carried unanimously. 

Axon Pro User – This system is for the body cameras worn by the Police Officers.  The Police 

Chief is suggesting leveling up the cameras from the basic users to the pro users as this would allow 

them to send body camera footage to other departments/places if needed.  Chief is not ready yet to 

make this upgraded change, but wants the Committee & Board to be aware that his request will be 

coming. 

 

COMMITTEES & COMMISSION: 

Plan Commission: Report of meeting held 04/20/26 & Public Hearings: 

Conditional Use Permit & Site/Operational Use Approved/Diana James (dba Big Top Fireworks)/to 

allow a temporary 30’x45’ fireworks sales tent at 200 St. Rd. #67, VWP 00006, B-3 Highway Business 

district property owned by Higbee Property, LLC/Granted w/conditions 

Site & Operational Plan/Jackie Chanson (dba the Little Dog Wash) location/Daniels 

Express/Kenosha St./Approved 

Public Hearings Scheduled for conditional use applications on 05/18/26: 

Preston Gardner, Jerome Walworth 2, (dba 3 Queens Recycling), 402 N. Main St. 

Preston Gardner, Jerome Walworth 2, (dba Avante Imports), 402 N. Man St. 

Angus-Young, (dba Bank First, NA) 105 Hwy 67 

Certified Survey Map, Angus-Young, (dba Bank First, NA), 105 Hwy 67, VWP 00250 & VWUP 

00002, Zoned B-3 Highway Business District to combine multiple parcels to single 1,932 parcel for 

removal of 8,717 sf bank and construction of a new 5,735 sf bank building: 

Zoning Permit application & conditional use permit & site plan 

 No update on the Plan Commission – just reported of the upcoming agenda items. 

Ad Hoc Policies & Procedures Committee: Next meeting – No update. 
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Ad Hoc Comprehensive Plan Committee: Meeting:  Steve Hovestol – No update. 

Library:  Report meeting 04/14/26:  Trustee Bob Ball – The Library will be meeting tomorrow, 5/12/2026. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – A Czaja/Fell motion to adjourn at 8:09pm, carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Kellie Thelen 

Clerk/Treasurer 


