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VILLAGE OF WALWORTH 
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES  

Monday, April 15, 2024, 6:00 p.m.  
Village Hall 227 N. Main St. Walworth, WI 53184  

 
1. Call to Order: Louise Czaja Chairperson calls the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

2. Roll Call  
a. Plan Commission Members Present: Louise Czaja Chairperson, Annie Zambito Secretary, Lawrence 

Gums, Bradley Pearson, Mary Ann Kahl, Steve Hovestol  
b. Plan Commission Members Absent: Tom Connelly Vice Chairperson (unexcused) 
c. Village Professionals Present: Jerry Anderson Building Inspector 
d. Others Present: Bob Ball, Diana M. James, Ken Ellerth, Michael Cornellier 

3. Pledge of Allegiance  
4. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting Approval of Minutes from 3/18/24 

a. Annie Zambito makes a motion to approve the corrected minutes, Lawrence Gums seconds the motion. 
All in favor; Corrected minutes approved. 

i. Mary Ann Kahl abstained from voting because she was absent (excused) from last meeting. 
5. Comments or Suggestions from Citizen (s) Present:  

a. None presented 
DISCUSSION CONSIDERATION AND ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING:  
1. Public Hearing: Conditional Use Permit application dated February 22, 2024, for Cornellier Big Top Fireworks by 

applicant, Diana M. James, and property owner, 200 N. State Rd. 67, Mary Heyer.  
a. In accordance with Village Ordinance 13-1-60 and 13-1-63 Fireworks Sales, Conditional Use, the 

Chairman opens the public hearing for a Conditional Use Permit application submitted by Diana M.  
James to operate a family-type fireworks concession tent from June 18th to July 8th, 2024, at 200 N.  
State Rd. 67. Walworth, Wi.   

b. Public Notice dated 3/19/2024, published 3/27/2024  
c. Questions from the Plan Commission members to Applicant 

i. Mary Ann Kahl asks if there have been any changes.  
d. Applicant answers questions from Village Professionals, and Plan Commission  

i. Diana James answers there are no changes, 2 – 3 employees open from 9 am – 9 pm; these are 
novelties not actual fireworks. 

e. Public Comments  
i. No questions presented 

f. Applicant answers questions from Public  
i. N/A 

g. Close Public Comments  
i. Louise Czaja Chairperson closes public comments at 6:05 PM. 

h. Close Public Hearing  
i. Louse Czaja Chairperson closes the public hearing at 6:05 PM. 

i. Follow up items from 3/18/24 Plan Commission meeting:  
i. Review Fees from 2023 (attached)  

1. Diana James comments it was $295 in 2023; and $255 in 2022; she asks if there is a 
reason it was $400+? 

2. Louise Czaja Chairperson comments the clerk mentioned that in previous years the fees 
were reduced for being a repeat vendor, and that if nothing has changed, the Plan 
Commission can vote to recommend to the Village Board a reduced fee of $295. 

j. ACTION: Louise Czaja Chairperson makes a motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit and 
recommend to the Village Board to charge a fee of $295 for Big Top Fireworks. The motion is seconded 
by Mary Ann Kahl. Roll Call Vote is taken: 

1. Louise Czaja Chairperson: Aye 
2. Mary Ann Kahl: Aye 
3. Lawrence Gums: Aye  

4. Bradley Pearson: Aye 
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5. Steve Hovestol: Aye 

6. Annie Zambito: Aye 

ii. All in Favor, motion carried. CUP approved, and Fee Item to be presented to the Village Board 

for final approval. 

2. Letter re: Detached Garage at 202 Park St., VWP 00173, submitted by Ken Ellerth, March 6, 2024 in accordance 
with Village of Walworth Ordinance 2023-7, amending Section 13-1-151 of R-1 Zoning Code.  

a. Notification of property owners within 300’ of 202 Park St., mailed.  
i. Any comments/concerns of properties within 300’ of 202 Park St.  

1. None presented. 
b. Staff Review RPT-2024-0314-Ellerth Garage Setback Waiver, Shaun Mularkey, Planning Consultant 
c. Items from 3/18/24 Plan Commission meeting:  

i. Deed Restriction submitted by Ken Ellerth drafted by Mr. Ellerth’s Attorney  
1. Ken Ellerth reads statement from his attorney regarding use of space above garage, and 

provides print out to Secretary Annie Zambito. 
ii. Height of Eaves requested by Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator, Jerry Anderson 

1. Jerry Anderson comments this has been resolved. 
d. Further questions from the Plan Commission members and Village Professionals to Applicant 

i. Mary Ann Kahl asks about the deed restriction suggested by the Village Planner 
1. Ken Ellerth responds that this is already in the city ordinance, and he doesn’t see the 

need to add a deed restriction.  
2. Lawrence Gums comments that it prevents future owners of the property from using it 

as a dwelling down the road.  
e. ACTION 

i. Louise Czaja Chairperson makes a motion to approve the Detached Garage Setback Waiver 
Request, subject to the Village Planner’s conditions and a recorded deed restriction, as written 
by Ken Ellerth’s Attorney. Motion is seconded by Mary Ann Kahl. A roll call vote was taken: 

1. Louise Czaja Chairperson: Aye 
2. Mary Ann Kahl: Aye 
3. Lawrence Gums: Aye  

4. Bradley Pearson: Aye 

5. Steve Hovestol: Aye 

6. Annie Zambito: Aye 

a. All in favor, Motion carried. Copy of related documents, with conditions, to be 

sent to petitioner for reference.  

3. Report: Extraterritorial Land Division and Zoning Change from A1 to M1 and R1 Submitted by Jackie Chanson on 
behalf of Skyward Corp ETZ for Parcel # EW1600019A, February 8, 2024.   

a. Louise Czaja Chairperson comments there has been no further information provided and makes a 
motion to take the item off the agenda, Lawrence Gums seconds motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

i. Item removed from next agenda.  
4. Report: Ad Hoc Boundary Agreement Committee report: Chair, Trustee Tom Connelly 

a. No further information to provide at this time. 
i. Item to be added to the next meeting agenda. 

5. Policies & procedures regarding agendas & applications  
a. Louise Czaja Chairperson requests for formal ad hoc committee to be created to help with 

efficiency regarding policies and procedures, for example, to decide on what is needed and 
how long is necessary. 

i. Mary Ann Kahl, Annie Zambito, Lawrence Gums and Louise Czaja Chairperson 
volunteer. Louise Czaja Chairperson to chair the meeting. 

1. Item to be added to next meeting agenda 
6. Building/Zoning Inspector’s Report:  

a. Jerry Andersen comments there are 5 new homes being built on Fairview, other than that 
are routine Applications for appliances have been submitted and approved.  Additionally, 



Plan Commission Minutes – 04/15/24 Page 3 

he comments he has adjusted his work schedule on the 3rd Monday of the month so that 
his hours run into the meetings he attends at Village Hall.  

b. ACTION: Plan Commission Resolution 2024-2 Confirming appointment of Jerry Anderson as Zoning 
Administrator, (see PC Minutes, 03/18/24).  

i. Louise Czaja Chairperson reads the resolution and a roll call vote is taken. 
1. Louise Czaja Chairperson: Aye 
2. Mary Ann Kahl: Aye 
3. Lawrence Gums: Aye  

4. Bradley Pearson: Aye 

5. Steve Hovestol: Aye 

6. Annie Zambito: Aye 

a. All in favor, motion approved. Jerry Anderson approved as Zoning Admin. 

7. Items for Next Month’s Agenda  
a. Petition for Zoning Map and Comp. Plan Planned Use Man Amendment - 422 S. Main  
b. Follow up on Report: Ad Hoc Boundary Agreement Committee report: Chair, Trustee Tom Connelly 
c. Follow up on Ad Hoc Policies & Procedures Committee  
d. Zoning Workshop Follow up 

8. Adjournment 
a. Annie Zambito makes a motion to adjourn; Mary Ann Kahl seconds the motion. All in favor, the meeting 

adjourned at 6:37 PM 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Annie Zambito Village of Walworth Plan Commission Secretary 
4/15/2024 

 

 


