
April 13, 2026 Village Board Minutes 

VILLAGE OF WALWORTH 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES 

MONDAY, April 13, 2026, 6:00 PM 

Village Hall, 227 N. Main Street, Walworth, WI 53184 
 

Call to Order – President Louise Czaja called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

Roll Call: Board Members Present: President Louise Czaja, Trustees Bob Ball, Steve Hovestol, Chrissy Sara, 

Ken Ellerth, Matt Tanner, Merik Fell 

Also Present: Clerk/Treasurer Kellie Thelen, Police Chief Ryan Milligan, Public Works Manager 

Shanon Hammond, Public Works Superintendent Chris Holt, Josefina Sanchez, Peg Hubertz, 

Fire/Rescue Chief Mike Kahl, Sam Reher, Steve McNamara, Ashley & Frank Stellato, Dan Fahey, 

Dan Richter, Susan Pruessing, Lauren Martin, Jeffrey Martin, Nick Schmidt, Megan Oldenburg, 

Michael Bobruk, Elijah Hinton, Arlene Vorpagel, Taylor Madera 

Approval of Minutes: 05/13/24, 06/04/24, 12/09/24, 04/15/25, 06/09/25, 10/13/25, 10/20/25, 10/23/25, 10/29/25, 

11/06/25, 11/10/25, 11/19/25, 12/02/25, 12/04/25, 12/08/25, 12/11/25, 12/16/25, 12/18/25, 01/05/26, 01/12/26, 

02/09/26, 03/09/26, 03/25/26, 03/28/26 – A Czaja/Ball motion to approve the minutes of 12/8/2025, carried 

unanimously.  A Ball/Sara motion to approve the minutes of 1/12/2026, carried unanimously.  A Ball/Ellerth 

motion to approve the minutes of 3/9/2026, carried unanimously. 

Report of Spring Election 04/07/26, Chief Inspector, Josefina Sanchez – Josefina Sanchez provided the results 

of the local elections: Peg Hubertz – 423, Ken Ellerth – 386, Brooke Yunker – 399, High School Board Member 

– 489, Grade School Board Member – 489. 

121 Kenosha Street: 

WI DOT Approval regarding constructing and utility facilities on Highway #14 & Stella’s Lounge – 

Fire Alarm – Frank & Ashley Stellato reported that Stella’s will be doing construction and causing lane 

disturbance from April 20-29 to update the fire alarms and water system.  Traffic control will be provided 

by Stella’s contractors. 

Village of Walworth Court Costs in Municipal Ordinance Violation Matters – A Czaja/Sara motion to 

approve the ordinance regarding Walworth Municipal Court costs, carried unanimously. 

Code Enforcement – Municipal Code Enforcement – A Czaja/Ball motion to refer to the General Services 

Committee, carried unanimously. 

Operator’s License for Anthony Garcia, Walworth Cellars – A Czaja/Ball motion to approve the Operator’s 

License for Anthony Garcia, carried unanimously. 

Comments or Suggestions from citizens present.  Any item presented to the Village Board by a citizen will 

be heard and may be placed on the next regular meeting agenda. – Susan Pruessing announced the 250 year 

anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence approaching in July of 2026 and read the 

proclamation into the record.  President Czaja reported that an Organizational Meeting will be held next Tuesday.  

Trustee Ball and Trustee Tanner were presented with a certificate of appreciation for serving the Village of 

Walworth Board of Trustees. 

DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION & ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING: 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

FINANCE:  Report: Meeting held. 03/31/26: 

Financials: Recommendations re: General & Utility Payables plus additions – A Czaja/Fell motion to 

approve the payables plus additions in the total amount of $302,999.45, carried unanimously. 

ACTION: Recommendations regarding State Trust Fund Loans: 

Resolution 2026-01 Lead Service Line Replacements, (Interim financing), $1,224,900 – The 

bid quote for the Lead Service Line Replacement came in under what the estimate from the Village 

Engineers imagined, therefore, the Village only needs a $950,000 interim financing loan.  A 

Czaja/Tanner motion to request the loan application for $950,000 for the 2026 Lead Service Line 

Replacement, carried unanimously. 
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Application for Police Squad & Equipment, Roadwork, (Randolph & Plafield), $189,000 – 

The Public Works Committee recommended to add in the Street Sweeper purchase into this 

financing in the amount of $39,212 and increase the application by that amount.  A Czaja/Ball 

motion to request the loan application including the street sweeper, carried unanimously. 

Application for Water System Valve Repairs, $80,000 – A Czaja/Ball motion to request the loan 

application for $80,000 for water system valve repairs, carried unanimously. 

Application for Water System, PFAS Pilot Testing Wells, $80,000 – A Czaja/Ball motion to 

request the loan application for $80,000 for water system PFAS pilot testing, carried unanimously. 

Lauterbach & Amen Manager’s Letter Recommendation: 

Capital Asset Policy, Outstanding check Write-Off Policy, Investment Policy – Lauterbach & 

Amen will be providing the Village with some sample policies to use/adopt. 

Clerk/Treas. Report: 

Bank Reconciliations – The bank reconciliations are caught up to date. 

Progress report on Audits – 2022 audit is in review by Lauterbach & Amen.  2023 audit process 

has started. 

Fee & Forfeiture schedule review – A special Finance meeting is schedule for 4/24/2026 at 10am 

to review the schedule. 

Contracts: 

Consortium contract & Application for funding – The Innovation Grant Application was filed 

with the Department of Revenue – no update at this time.  

ACTION: Recommendation re: PFAS Pilot Testing, Water Surplus Equip., Labor & Report, 

$47,500, Lab Testing, NLS, $20,335, Baxter & Woodman, $5,400 total: $69,559 – A Czaja/Fell 

motion to approve contract with all of the companies to continue with the PFAS pilot testing, 

carried unanimously. 

Change of Village Hall Cleaning Company – The Village wishes to cancel the current contract 

with We Are Sunshine Cleaning and contract with the same cleaners as the Library, Sorina 

Hernandez, ($850 for 1st deep clean and $500/month thereafter).  A Czaja/Tanner motion to cancel 

contract and hire Sorina Hernandez pending background checks, carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC WORKS:  Report regular meeting 03/30/26 & Special meeting 04/07/26:  Minutes filed 

Technical Upgrades/report & review – No update. 

Report on equipment: 

ACTION: Recommendation re: Disposal of Equipment/State Surplus: 2 Ecco chainsaws, 2 

Ecco hedge trimmers, 1 Ecco string trimmer – A Tanner/Ball motion to dispose of Public Works 

equipment on Wisconsin Surplus, carried unanimously. 

Streets & Sidewalks: 

Wisconsin St. Reconstruction: culvert repair – The Public Works Dept. will be doing the repairs 

in house. 

Highway #14 Reconstruction Project: County K to State Line: 2028 Utility Improvements – 

No update. 

Highway #67 Reconstruction Project: 

Scoping plan review, 03/24/26, Virtual Meeting – No update. 

Street light options:  ACTION: Recommendation to approve DOT proposal to replace 

poles with standard metal model and provide lighting north on Highway #67 to 

railroad overhead – A Tanner/Fell motion to replace the poles with a standard metal model 

and provide lighting north on Highway 67 to the railroad, carried unanimously.  A 

Tanner/Czaja motion to also replace the poles on Kenosha Street with the standard poles, 

carried unanimously. 

2026 Capital Improvement Street, N. Randolph/Plafield Ct. LRIP funding report – No update. 

Safe Step Sidewalk Program budget proposal, $5,000 – The safe step program plans to begin 

the project around the schools. 
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ACTION: Resolution 2026-01: Approval of Changes to the Fontana-on-Geneva Lake Urban 

Area Functional Classification System – President Czaja read the Resolution into the record.  A 

Czaja/Tanner motion to approve Resolution 2026-01, carried unanimously. 

210 Main, Kent Johnson snow removal appeal – No action. 

Water: 

Lead & Galvanized private/public service line replacement program 2026: Report: 

ACTION:  Recommendation to approve contract for replacement of 50 lead or 

galvanized service lines from water main to curb stop and replacement of 50 lead or 

galvanized service lines from curb stop to residence water meter.  Also included is 

potholing for these same service lines ahead of performing service line replacements 

to conform materials of construction for the services lines. Potholing to occur on each 

side of curb stops to 50 service lines (100 potholes total) to confirm materials of 

construction for 50 services lines. Also include 50 additional curb stop locations for 

potholing (100 potholes total) on each side of the curb stop to confirm materials of 

construction for future work as shown on the plans 

Sole bidder: Pipe Strong, LLC, 650 E, Algonquin Rd., Ste 200, Schaumburg Il. 60173: 

$770,817.60 – A Tanner/Fell motion to approve the contract with Pipe Strong, LLC subject 

to confirmation of certifications to work in Wisconsin, carried unanimously. 

Well #3 generator installation – A Tanner/Ball motion to approve the generator 

replacement/installation, carried unanimously.  A Tanner/Ball motion to approve selling the old 

generator on Wisconsin surplus, carried unanimously. 

Well #4 online following repairs. ACTION: Recommendation to approve Cost of Generator, 

$23,497.00, Power Tech. LLC, with soft start – The well is back up and running, and the Public 

Works is recommending upgrading the float. 

Sewers:  FWWPCC meeting held 03/10/26:  Steve Hovestol: 

Sewer lift Station #1:  Backup Fog Rod System complete rehab pending/use of TID funds – A 

Tanner/Czaja motion to refer back to the Public Works Committee to discuss the full rehab, carried 

unanimously. 

ACTION:  Recommendation to approve FWWPCC Resolution Authorizing Rate Increase – 

A Hovestol/Ball motion to approve the FWWPCC Resolution, carried unanimously. 

GENERAL SERVICES:  Report of meeting held 04/06/26:  Minutes filed 

DISCUSSION/ACTION:  Flock Cameras – Trustee Ellerth reported that this item has been on many of 

the General Services Agendas and they have heard from the Police Chief and the public.  A Czaja/Ellerth 

motion to table until the budget season for 2027 to discuss how the system would be paid for or fit into the 

budget. 

 The following roll call vote was recorded: 

  Ellerth – aye 

  Tanner – aye 

  Sara – aye 

  Hovestol – aye 

  Fell – aye 

  Ball – aye 

  Czaja – aye 

 TOTAL VOTE: 7; 7 ayes 

 Motion carried.  

Monthly Fire/Rescue report: Chief Mike Kahl: 

Monthly call report – Trustee Ellerth provided a brief report of the monthly calls. 

Fontana-on-Geneva Lake Safety Building Plan – The Fire/Rescue Dept. is working on the plan 

and what the vision of the Walworth Fire/Rescue Dept. looks like. 

Billing services regarding rate changes and lift assist charges – The Walworth Fire/Rescue 

Dept. has the lowest billing services in the entire state.  The average fee for a call is $1,716.67, and 
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the Village is charging $725.00.  This item will be placed on the next General Services Agenda for 

further discussion. 

Emergency Government:  Larry Gums, Director – The Emergency Government plan has been sent to 

the county. 

Police Monthly report: Chief Ryan Milligan: 

Monthly call report – Trustee Ellerth provided a brief report on the monthly calls. 

Other items: 

“No King” protest without incident – No update. 

Officer training – All of the new officers are doing well. 

Transport time. Location and bathroom stops – A typical transport is taking on average 

10+ hours. 

COMMITTEES & COMMISSION: 

Plan Commission:  Report Special meeting 04/09/26. Minutes filled: 

Conditional Use Applications – There have been 2 conditional uses approved at the last meeting 

– 490 Madison St (Route 14 Auto Sales/Deals on Wheels) and 541 Kenosha St (Sauk Valley Bank). 

Ad Hoc Policies & Procedures Committee: Next meeting – No update. 

Ad Hoc Comprehensive Plan Committee: Meeting:  Steve Hovestol – No update. 

Library:  Report meeting 03/10/26:  Trustee Bob Ball – Trustee Ball provided a report on the library – 

the sprinkler system has caused a leak and that will be coming down the line to the Village Board. 

Parks:  Report of Committee meeting 03/26.  Two new members to be appointed – The new members 

will be appointed at the Organizational Meeting.  The Park Committee is also working on obtaining their 

501(c)(3). 

ADJOURNMENT – A Czaja/Tanner motion to adjourn at 7:42pm, carried unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Kellie Thelen 

Clerk/Treasurer 


