
Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes, April 11, 2022 

VILLAGE OF WALWORTH 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, April 11, 2022, 6:00 pm 
 

Call to Order: President Louise Czaja called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 

Roll Call: Present: President Louise Czaja, Trustees Kristi Reierson, Dan Mizialko, Joan Sallee (Zoom), Bob 

Ball, Pat McMahon, Matt Tanner 

Also Present: Clerk/Treasurer Lisa Rogers, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Kellie Thelen, Ellen Schutt, 

Chelsea Holt, Carolyn Holt, Public Works Employee Chris Holt, Public Works Operations 

Manager Mat Nickels, Police Chief Ryan Milligan, Chief Election Inspector Josefina Sanchez, 

Village Attorney Bradley Lochowicz, Resident Kelly Freeman 

 

Approval of Minutes: 3/8/2021, 6/23/2021, 9/13/2021, 10/11/2021, 10/27/2021, 2/22/2022, 3/14/2022, 

3/31/2022 – A Mizialko/Ball motion to approve minutes from 3/8/2021 and 9/13/2021, carried unanimously.  A 

Czaja/McMahon motion to approve minutes from 6/23/2021 with corrections to revise “A Reierson/Sallee motion 

to nominate Lisa Rogers for Clerk Treasurer for the remainder of the term, carried unanimously” to read “A 

Reierson/Sallee motion to nominate the appointment of Lisa Rogers as Clerk Treasurer for the remainder of the 

term in confirmation of the Village Board, carried unanimously.” Motion carried unanimously.  A 

Mizialko/Reierson motion to approve minutes from 10/11/2021, 10/27/2021, and 2/22/2022, carried 

unanimously.  A Reierson/Ball motion to approve minutes from 3/14/2022 and 3/31/2022, carried unanimously.  

President Czaja commented that in the minutes from 9/13/2021, she would like it to be clear that the Village 

appealed to Representative Loudenbeck regarding DNR requirements and Representative Loudenbeck responded 

and referred the Village’s letter to the DNR. 

 

Comments from Citizens Present: Any item presented to the Village Board by a citizens will be heard and 

may be placed on the next regular meeting’s agenda. – Ellen Schutt, Clinton, WI, spoke to the Board and 

announced that she is running for Representative Loudenbeck’s seat.  She is looking forward to helping 

communities and getting to know the Board members.   

 

March 2022 Financial Reports – Village & Water Sewer – Work in progress. 

 

March 2022 Approval of Village & Water Sewer Payables – The Village Board reviewed the payables 

including additions.  Finance Committee has reviewed the payables.  A McMahon/Reierson motion to approve 

the payables in the amount of $689,657.51 and additions in the amount of $113,440.61, carried unanimously. 

 

DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING: 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Proclamation Celebrating Chelsea Holt of Walworth Earning the Girl Scout Gold Award – Deputy 

Clerk/Treasurer Thelen read the proclamation into the record.  The Village Board discussed Chelsea Holt’s 

ceremony. 

 

Condolences Expressed to Family of Richard Kahl, former Village Trustee – President Czaja announced the 

passing of Richard Kahl.   

 

Report on Spring Election Held 4/5/2022 – Chief Election Inspector Josefina Sanchez presented the election 

results: 388 ballots were cast at the 4/5/2022 Election; Bob Ball – 229 votes, Joan Sallee – 252 votes, Matt Tanner 

– 255 votes.  Clerk/Treasurer Lisa Rogers swore in all Trustees. 

 

Report of Special Closed Session Held 3/31/2022 – Attorney Lochowicz noted that a report of closed session 
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should not be done, but rather the action that was taken after closed session can be reported.  The action from 

closed session held on 3/31/2022 was to contact the police union and notify them that the Board is ready to begin 

early negotiations.  A letter was drafted and will be sent to the union. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

ACTION: RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE CONTRIBUTION OF $120 TO WALWORTH 

COUNTY CLEAN SWEEP PROGRAM – A Ball/Mizialko motion to approve a contribution of $120 to the 

Walworth County Clean Sweep Program, carried unanimously. 

 

Recommendation to approve payables in the amount of $689.657.51 on 4/1/2022 – Payables reviewed by 

Finance Committee. 

 

Restructure Existing Debt through Bond Issue-Prepay Fire Truck Purchase & Performance Bond – The 

Performance Bond was given to Attorney Lochowicz for review.  Delivery will take 16 months. 

 

Federal Programs-American Rescue Plan & Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill Federal Fiscal Year 2022 – 

Consensus of the Finance Committee is for Mat Nickels to make an application for Wisconsin and Walworth 

Street.  Nickels is in contact with the Engineer to be sure that this project is something that the Village should 

move forward with, as it will be a big project. 

 

State Funding-WI DNR Fund for Lead Services – The Finance Committee is investigating the funding. 

 

Clerk Treasurer Report 

Minutes & Bank Reconciliations – There are 7 sets of minutes left to be approved.  Bank reconciliations are a 

work in progress. 

 

ACTION: RECOMMENDATION TO UPGRADE BOTH THE CLERK TREASURER’S OFFICE AND 

FIRE RESCUE OFFICE COPIERS WITH GORDON FLESCH – Current copier in the Clerk’s Office will 

no longer be available for parts near the end of the year.  Gordon Flesch had competitive rates and they offer a 

loaner machine for the Fire/Rescue department.  Clerk’s office copier will be roughly $110/month to lease the 

copier and ~$.01/page for black and white and ~$.06 for color.  A Reierson/Mizialko motion to upgrade the 

Clerk/Treasurer’s office and Fire/Rescue office copiers with Gordon Flesch, carried unanimously. 

 

Deputy Clerk Treasurer Training – Training is going well. 

 

Contracts 

Town of Walworth: Letter addressed 3/21/2022. Receipt by Town Clerk – The Village requested a response 

to the correspondence by April 19, 2022.  The correspondence states that the Village will send a termination letter 

if no response is received.  Attorney Lochowicz suggested to add this item onto the next agenda. 

 

Progress Report on Recodification-General Code, Citations & Court – Chief Milligan gave a report on the 

progress of the police departments citation system. – Attorney Lochowicz to review comments from the Court 

Judge on recommendations to the recodification. 

 

Ordinances 

ACTION: RECOMMENDATION TO REFER TO THE VILLAGE ATTORNEY 

Review Proposed Al Fresco, Beer Garden, Food Truck & UTV Ordinances – A Reierson/Mizialko motion 

to refer ordinances to the Village Attorney for review, carried unanimously. 

 

Provide Opinion on Procedures Related to WI Statute § 61.1003 Discontinuance of Public Way – A 

Mizialko/McMahon motion to refer the review of WI Statute § 61.1003 Discontinuance of Public Way to the 
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Village Attorney for comment, carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

ACTION: REQUEST SUBMITTED BY TOWN OF WALWORTH ROAD SUPERINTENDENT ERIC 

STERKEN TO CONNECT TO VILLAGE STORMWATER DRAIN ON RIDGE ROAD AND PAVE 

EAST SIDE OF RIDGE ROAD – Village Engineer recommends to not allow the Town to connect to the 

Village’s stormwater drain.  The project cost is roughly $8,000-$10,000 that would fall on the Village.  The road 

was paved not that long ago, and the Village can get more life out of the road before putting more money into this 

project.  The Town would like to put a curb in to maintain the edge of their portion of the road from breaking.  A 

McMahon/Mizialko motion to defer doing any work on Ridge Road into the future, carried unanimously. 

 

Operation Manager’s Report 

Water Quality School – Shannon Hammond has completed groundwater and distribution school and will be 

going with Mat Nickels to iron classes May 19-20. 

 

PSC Report – Correction needs to be made to the 2020 report regarding lead service lines. 

 

Trash on Curb – Bulk item pick up by John’s Disposal was discussed. 

 

Disposal of Equipment at Wisconsin Surplus 

Snowplow/Dump Truck $14,100 – Sold on Wisconsin Surplus for $14,100. 

Leak Detector Device $5.00 – Sold on Wisconsin Surplus for $5.00. 

 

Stormwater: Randolph Street Proposal of $65,000/Drainpipe – WI DNR is requiring the Village to change 

the 4 inch water main to a 6 inch water main.  There is a high possibility of lead goosenecks that would be 

discovered in doing this project. 

 

Retention Ponds – No update. 

 

Parks 

Devils Lane Park 

Pole & Dugout Removal – Nickels is still working on getting the poles removed. 

Landscape Plan – No update. 

 

Toynton Park – Toynton Park will be open as soon as it stops freezing at night, probably by the end of April.  

There is a dead tree that needs to be removed. 

 

Streets 

Wood Street Repair with Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Funding $26,676.83 – This project 

must be bid out and advertised.  The Village should be hearing back by the end of the month. 

 

Resurface Walworth Street and Wisconsin Street Intersection 

COMMITTEE CONSENSUS: Apply for grant through Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, Federal Fiscal 

Year Funding 2022 – No update. 

 

Water Utility 

WI DNR Recommendation to Replace 4-inch main on Randolph Street – Will be on Public Works agenda.  

Funding available for the utility side of lateral replacements and funding available for the homeowner.  An 

ordinance needs to be put into place with regard to this project and the language for the homeowners being 

responsible for their portion of the project. 

 

Review Vendor Proposal for Diesel Valve Maintenance Trailer $80,475 or Gas Valve Maintenance Trailer 

$73,245 – The maintenance trailer has vacuums on it that would be useful for many things.  There is a 5% discount 
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as a new buyer. 

 

Sewer Utility 

Progress on Upgrade of Sewer Lift Station and SCADA System Using American Rescue Plan Funds – 

Waiting on the capability to access the system on cell phones.  Two different IP addresses will need to be created.  

Suggested to be added to the Public Works agenda.  The payment has not been sent for the SCADA system 

installation. 

 

Buildings 

Design Plans for Fire Rescue Building Available. Referred to General Services 

 

GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: 

Fire Rescue Monthly Report 

By-laws – Fire/Rescue met April 5, 2022 to discuss bylaws. 

 

Meeting with Jefferson Fire & Safety 04/19/2022 Regarding Specs for Rosenbauer Truck 

 

Use of American Rescue Plan (ARP) Funds to Purchase Air Tanks Expiring in August 2022 for $21,700  

 

County-wide Computer Assisted Dispatch (CAD) System – Implemented in 2024.  Estimated cost is 

$5,000.00. 

 

Water Movement Drill on Mecum Property, 4/9/2022 at 8:00AM – Many agencies pulled large amounts of 

water at a minimum of 2 mile distance to move the water.  They used roughly 60,000-80,000 gallons of water.  

The agencies rotate to cover the cost of utilizing the water. 

 

Police Department Monthly Report 

Preliminary Discussion about 2023 Squad Purchase Order – In order to try to save money on the purchase, it 

is being discussed to purchase another squad car sooner than later.  Quotes for the squad car should be available 

by the end of May.  The Board discussed utilizing American Rescue Plan funds for the purchase of the new squad. 

 

Squad’s Internal Police Features Funded via Donations – Costs will increase by 10-15% for all items that will 

be needed for the squad.  The outfitting company will store all the equipment until we receive the squad car to 

have the equipment installed.  The outfitting costs will all be covered by donations to the Police Department. 

 

Replace Storage Box in 2018 Chevy Tahoe at a cost of $1,694.61 – Replacement of the storage box will be 

paid for by grant money.  The current storage box is not meant for the vehicle; it is too large for the vehicle.  A 

Reierson/Mizialko motion to purchase the storage box for the 2018 Chevy Tahoe at the cost of $1,694.61, carried 

unanimously. 

 

Winter Parking Ordinance – The Board discussed suggested revisions to the ordinance language. 

 

Emergency Government 

Flyers – Trustee Sallee is looking to put the flyers in with the water bills in June. 

 

OTHER COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS: 

PLAN COMMISSION 

Hamlin Street & Walking Path Proposal Referred Back to Plan Commission 

Comments from Immanuel United Church of Christ Trustees & Members 

Referred to Next Meeting – Minutes are available for review.  This item was deferred to the Plan Commission 

meeting on May 2, 2022. 

 

Ordinances – No update. 
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LIBRARY BOARD: Regular Meeting Held 3/8/2022 – Discussion regarding updates at the library. 

 

FWWPCC: Regular Meeting Held 3/8/2022 – No update. 

 

EMERGENCY GOVERNMENT – Nothing to discuss. 

 

A Czaja/McMahon motion to adjourn at 7:37pm, carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kellie Thelen 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 


