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VILLAGE OF WALWORTH   
SPECIAL PLAN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, January 29, 2024, 6:00 p.m.   
Village Hall 227 N. Main St. Walworth, WI 53184 

 

1. Special Meeting of Plan Commission Meeting Call to Order 
a. Louise Czaja Chairperson calls the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

2. Roll call 
a. Plan Commission Members Present: Louise Czaja Chairperson, Annie Zambito Secretary, Mary Ann 

Kahl, Lawrence Gums, Bradley Pearson  
b. Plan Commission Members Absent: Tom Connelly Vice Chairperson 
c. Others Present: Bob Ball, Mat Nickels, Kristi Reierson, Arlene Vorpagel, Kim Arntz, Lynne Frost, 

Renee Wangrow, Mark & Laurie Worland, Alisha Kalous, Jeff Grofax, Katherine & Peter 
Featherstone, Daniel Pearce, Sherrill David, Louise Bender, Rob Siemens, Amelia Perkins, Julie 
Lopez, Dana Goheen, Connie Stewart, Andy Pearce, Rick Schoenbeck, Veli Asani 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Approval of minutes: Regular Meeting 01/15/24 

a. Mary Ann Kahl makes a motion to approve plan commission meeting minutes, Lawrence Gums 
seconds the motion. All in favor; minutes approved. 
 

DISCUSSION CONSIDERATION AND ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING: 
5. Public Hearing on the Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Outdoor Plan 2024-2029: Louise Czaja 

Chairperson opens the public hearing at 6:03 p.m. 
a. Public Notice 

i. Louise Czaja notes the public notice was published 
b. Ad Hoc Committee Presentation: Chairman Mary Ann Kahl 

i. Mary Ann Kahl introduces the ad hoc members (Arlene, Kristi, Dana, and Louise), and 
presents the Comprehensive Parks, Recreation & Outdoor Plan. Reasons for this plan 
included 1) grant eligibility; 2) private funding 3) provides focus for future decisions. 
They reviewed the existing plan, made a general plan for immediate needs, and 
developed recommendations for longer term larger projects. Their vision statement 
is: Providing a thriving system of parks, recreational opportunities, and open space 
that enrich the quality of life for all residents in the Village of Walworth. Their goals 
include creating an official Village Park Committee, providing parks for each 
neighborhood, with pedestrian and bike access, preserving spaces, and supporting 
acquisition of new sites. Their plan is made with the assumptions: that the Village will 
grow, that all desire to maintain and improve existing parks, with an appointed parks 
committee, with previous recs maintained. The plan has a list of immediate actions, 
including a 501-3(c), a maintenance calendar, with clean up, stump removal and 
safety checks, a usage schedule, a detailed history, etc. Their short-term recs include 
ADA park spots, mulch replacement, replacement of picnic tables, cleanup, updated 
signs, and a plan for existing parks. Their long-term plans include more ADA parkways, 
improvements, additions, and new parks. Additionally, they recommend capital 
improvement schedule as well as private, federal, and state grants.  

c. Questions from the Plan Commission members to Ad Hoc Committee members 
i. Louise Czaja Chairperson thanks the committee for doing such a thorough job, adding 

that, previously, outside agencies made a plan at a high cost to the village. 
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d. Public Comments 
i. Sherrill David, 224 Freemont St, thanks the ad hoc committee for their work. She adds 

that it is important to have a plan because it increases property value.  
ii. No further comments from the public present. 

e. Close Public Comments 
i. Louise Czaja Chairperson closes the public hearing at 6:21 pm 

f. Ad Hoc Committee answers questions from public as requested by the Plan Commission 
i. No questions presented by Plan Commission members. 

g. Close Public Hearing 
i. Louise Czaja Chairperson closes the public hearing at 6:22 pm 

6. ACTION: Recommendations from Ad Hoc Committee to the Plan Commission: 
a. Recommend that the Village Board appoint and sustain a Park Committee and amend Sec. 2-4-4 a) 

b) and c) of the Code of Ordinances and that appointments to the Park Committee for 2024 may be 

made prior to May 1st. 
i. Louise Czaja Chairperson asks Mary Ann Kahl to summarize the ordinance.  
ii. Mary Ann Kahl highlights the changes made, including the members of the Committee 

members, and added goals. She notes there is a typo, changing “this” to “the”. She 
reads amended Sections 2 through 4 a) b) and c) of the Code of Ordinances Sections.  

b. Louise Czaja Chairperson asks if anyone would like to make a motion to accept and forward the 
recommendation to the village board to adopt the amended sections; Lawrence Gums makes the 
motion, Bradley Pearson seconds the motion, all in favor, motion approved. 

7. ACTION: Plan Commission Resolution 2024-1 RECOMMENDING THE ADOPTION OF THE VILLAGE OF 
WALWORTH COMPREHENSIVE PARKS, RECREATION, AND OUTDOOR PLAN, 2024-2029. 

a. Annie Zambito Secretary reads Plan Commission Resolution 2024-1. A motion is made to adopt 
2024-1 by Lawrence Gums, motion is seconded by Mary Ann Kahl. A roll call vote is taken: 

i. Louise Czaja Chairperson: aye 
ii. Annie Zambito Secretary: aye 
iii. Mary Ann Kahl: aye 
iv. Lawrence Gums: aye 
v. Bradley Pearson: aye  

b. All in favor, motion carried. Resolution signed and to be sent to the Village Board. 
8. Review Proposals submitted by Steve Hoff, Project Manager, WisDOT, Southeast Region & Aaron Bubb, 

PE, Assn. Manager, Re: USH 14 construction on 12/18/23 regarding Village Square (Heyer Park) area. 
a. OPTIONS: 1A, 1B; 2, 3, 4 
b. Parking concerns 
c. Urban Roadway Considerations: 

i. On-Street Parking 
ii. Bicycle Lanes 
iii. Sidewalk (existing planned to remain), curb ramps, locations 
iv. Street Lighting 
v. Storm Sewer 
vi. Sanitary Sewer & Water Main/lead laterals 

d. Louise Czaja Chairperson asks Annie Zambito Secretary to read the minutes from the last meeting 
regarding this item. She notes that someone on Facebook commented that the Village will be 
getting a turnabout, which is incorrect. Kellie Thelen Village Clerk pulls the options from DOT up on 
the large screen for those present to view. Louise Czaja Chairperson comments she went to the 
businesses for their input, many of which attended, but notes this is not a public hearing. 

e. Veli Asani, 537 Prairie View Rd, owner of Sammys on the Square, comments eliminating 6 parking 
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spots is a lot. They have elderly customers who might not go in if they have to park far away. She 
adds that summertime is very busy, and taking out those parking spots would really hurt them. 
Additionally, no one stops at the stop light, and the real problem is that they don’t fully stop at the 
traffic light and they go way too fast around the square.  

f. Louise Czaja Chairperson comments she also went to the beauty shop, and the owner told her that 
they use the 5 stalls up and down Kenosha Street, mostly during winter when it most convenient 
to park directly in front. 

g. Rob Siemers, 545 Hill St, owner of Siemers Cruise In, comments that traffic backs up in the 
afternoon and adds that when those businesses on Kenosha Street are busy, and the public lot is 
full so removing those spots on the street would hurt business. 

h. Julie Michelle, 117 Kenosha St, Owner of Julie Michelle Cakes, comments that she is new to the 
area, and feels like she finally found perfect location because of the street parking because 
customers who order cakes use them for ease of picking up orders. 

i. Mat Nickels of Public Works mentions that the “scramble” button for the crosswalk freezes during 
high pedestrian traffic, typically after school, so DOT wants to replace it. 

j. Alicia Kalous, 103 Kenosha Street, 46 Tavern owner, says that the Kenosha Street parking is their 
main customer parking spots, and adds that customers won’t come in if they don’t get those spots, 
so she does not want to lose any parking spots since there is already not enough parking. 

k. Louise Czaja Chairperson comments that the project isn’t going to start until 2028, and that a 
major item that the DOT will also be completing is the replacement of water service lines and 
water main, because there are some that are made lead. Additionally, she adds there will be storm 
water drainage addressed. She comments that she reminded the DOT representatives about the 
historic building they removed, causing the village a major financial loss, which will also be 
addressed in the next 5 years. 

l. Renee Wangrow, 105 Kenosha St, Wild Roots Hair & Nail Salon owner, comments that if you take 
the street parking out, they will lose their clientele with walkers and wheelchairs. 

m. Louise Czaja Chairperson comments that she has also heard of 2 crosswalks on Kenosha Street and 
Devils Lane on 14 that need to be replaced, or redone. However, she adds that the DOT informed 
her, all state highways must be open to truck traffic.  

n. Mark Worland, 200 Wood St, request to have the DOT plans posted on the Village Website/online. 
i. Annie Zambito Secretary agrees to send DOT plans and presentation to the Village 

Clerk to post on the village website.  
o. Kim Arntz, 213 High St, comments that Fontana has blinking lights for pedestrian crosswalk, which 

work very well to stop cars. 
i. Mat Nickels of the Public Works department responds that those blinking light 

pedestrian crosswalks require additional permits that make it harder to get approved 
by DOT. 

p. Louise Czaja Chairperson concludes that the committee is to make a firm recommendation, at the 
next regular plan commission meeting February 19th. 

i. Mary Ann Kahl thanks the business owners in attendance and concludes that the 
overwhelming consensus is to leave the street parking alone and prioritize pedestrian 
safety. 

9. Schedule public hearing regarding Petition for a Zoning Map Amendment submitted by Rick Schoenbeck 
for property located at Outlot 2 Walworth Prairie, W. Fairview Dr, Walworth, Wi, 53184 (VWA 00071), Lot 
1 of proposed certified survey map presently zoned R-2 Two-Family Residence District (w/PUD Overlay) to 
be rezoned to B-2 Shopping Center Business District. 

a. Louise Czaja Chairperson comments that this public hearing was already scheduled with public 
notices published, and neighboring homeowners notified, at the next regular plan commission 
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meeting February 19th at 6:00 pm. 
10. Adjournment 

a. Louise Czaja Chairperson makes a motion to adjourn, the motion is seconded by Lawrence Gums. 
All in favor, the meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Annie Zambito  
Village of Walworth Plan Commission Secretary 
1/29/24 
 


